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ReGenesis is the first open-access encyclopedia to 
liberate pre-colonial research 

to its rightful 3,000,000 BCE origins 
 - and - 

liberate female spirituality. 
(RGS.) 

 
*     *     * 

 
 
 
 

Primary Archaeological Discoveries. 
 

Pottery libation or cult* stand with abundant iconography; 
standing female figures with drums; 

10th century altars; and pre-exilic seals. 
(TL: 37-38.) 

* [Culture?] 
 
 

Female Musicians. 
 

Women musicians are documented 
by terra–cotta figurines [figures] 
of women playing hand–drums 

that have been found in cultic and 
non-cultic settings in Israel and Judah, 

as well as throughout Phoenicia, 
Cyprus and Egypt. 

(RDW: 139.) 
 
 

The Goddess Asherah. 
 

The Hieros Gamos from whence  
a royal sovereign gets her/his power 

and this is the goddess herself. 
(APL: 2-23-1999.) 

 
 

Tel Taanach or Ta‘Anach was an ancient royal city of the Canaanites. It was a 
well–recognized trade center located on the border of Esdraelon, just south of 
Megiddo. Currently it is identified with the small village of Ta’annuk in the West 
Bank near Jenin, Palestine. Primary archaeological discoveries are: a pottery 



libation or cult stand with abundant iconography; standing female figures with 
drums; 10th century altars; and pre-exilic seals. (TL: 37-38.) 

 
On the bottom tier of the libation stand pottery or temple model (GGL: 146) is 
Mother Goddess Asherah (or Astarte) (GGL: 147) seated on a cathedra throne 
between two lionesses. “Cathedra is defined as the official chair or throne of one 
in a position of prominence” and therefore Mother Goddess Asherah is referenced 
as a cathedra goddess. (RG: 29.) Also note that Asherah is not seated on a throne 
but she IS the throne: “the Hieros Gamos from whence a royal sovereign gets 
her/his power and this is the goddess herself.” (APL.) Eric Neumann adds that the 
seated goddess is the “original form of the enthroned Goddess, and also the throne 
itself.” (TGM: 98.)  
 
Other items on the Libation Stand include two nude representations of Asherah 
with lotus blossoms and snakes; Asherim trees and branches (i.e. Asherah cultic 
representations); stylized six-branched menorah with a central axis (TTM: 34; 
MASC-R: 325); two sphinxes; and pubic triangles. Although other goddesses could 
be candidates here, given the nature of this Canaanites art plus the time period and 
location, it would not be an obvious line of inquiry. (ATLM; DIAAI: 49.) As the 
Taanach libation stand has amassed a wider consensus about the likelihood of 
ritual usage, it has concurrently stimulated further academic interest, research, and 
support of the Asherah pantheon.  
 
Further considerations:  
Dever, William G. Did God Have a Wife? Grand Rapids, MI: William B. 

Eerdmans, 2005. 220-221. (GHW.) 
_____.  “A Temple Built for Two.”  Biblical Archaeology Review 34.2 
 (Mar.-Apr. 2008): 55-62, 85-86. (ATB.)  
Hestrin, Ruth.  The Cult Stand from Taanach and Its Religious Background.  

In 1987 Studia Phoenicia V. University Peeters. Leuven, Belgium.  
(1987). 61-77.  (CST.) 

Stuckey, Johanna H.  “The Great Goddesses of the Levant.”  Bulletin of the 
  Canadian Society of Mesopotamian Studies 37 (2002): 147. (GGL.) 

  
Delbert R. Hillers and Paul Lapp believe that the Taanach figure with a 
tambourine is a goddess, as “historically the drum is an attribute of the goddess 
that identifies her as the patron of ecstatic, orgiastic rites.” (GWT: 616.) 
Furthermore, Hillers says it is ‘astonishing’ that the discussions about Yahweh 
and the mother – goddess are completely omitted from Israel’s picture of 
Yahweh. (GWT: 618.) He adds “nothing was more natural for the neighbors of 
ancient Israel than to believe in goddesses.” (GWT: 617.)   

 
In Reinstating the Divine Woman in Judaism, J. Kien reminds us that during First 
Temple Period, women musicians were actively involved in the cult [culture] but 
come the Second Temple Period, male Levite priests replaced them. 

These women musicians are documented by terra–cotta figurines [figures] 
of women playing hand – drums that have been found in cultic and non-



cultic settings in Israel and Judah, as well as throughout Phoenicia, Cyprus 
and Egypt. Drumming or music-making exclusively by women is also 
documented in the Taanach. For example, women drumming, singing and 
dancing celebrated Israelite soldiers returning victorious from war 
(Miriam, Jephthah’s daughter, Jg 11.34) (RDW: 139)).* 
* As Jephthah returned to his house at Mizpah, his daughter came out 
from it to meet him; she was dancing to the sound of timbrels. (Jg 11.34.) 

 
Further Canaanite and further afield trade centers and caravanserai research: 
40,000, Har Karkom; 25,000, Caravanserai, Trade Routes, and Dark Mothers; 
12,000 Pamukkale/Hierapolis, Anatolia (Central Turkey); 3250, Scorpion 
Tableau, Earliest Egyptian Proto-Hieroglyphics; 3000, Tell Brak; 2200, 
Nahariyah and Ashrath-Yam; 1800, Re-Visioning Goddess Sarah and Abraham; 
1750-1700, Goddess of Kultepe, Anatolia; 1000, Ephesus, Anatolia; 900-800, Ka 
Goddess, Salamis, Cyprus; 800, Tanit; 800, Carthage, Africa, the Goddess Tanit 
and Sacrifice; 800-700, Kuntillet Ajrud and Khirbet El-Qom; 600-398, 
Astarte/Anat/Ashtaroth/Ishtar and Yahweh, Egypt; 600, Goddess Kaabou at Petra, 
Jordan plus Mecca, Saudi Arabia; 370, Isis and Philae, Egypt; 323-30, Kom 
Ombo Temple; and 100, Mecca, the Ka’aba and Sacred Stones. (RGS.) 
 
Further research on the Anatolian Seljug Caravanserais and other key extended 
trade centers and routes throughout the ancient world: 

 Lawler, Andrew.  “Erbil Revealed.”  Archaeology 67.5 (Sep. – Oct. 2014): 39. 
 (ER: 39.) 
Yavuz, Aysil Tukel.  “The Concepts That Shape Anatolian Seljug 
 Caravanserais.”  Muqarnas, Vol. 14 (1997): 80-95. (CSA.) 
 
Further Taanach research: 2000, Asherah. (RGS.) 

 
For recommended summary of the Davidic through First and Second Temple 
historical transitions: 1000-600, Davidic Kingship, Solomon, Philistines, and 
Temple Transitions. (RGS.) 
 
Further research on the Solomon plus first temple transitions: 2000-1200, Ras 
Shamra; and 970, and First Temple, Menorah, and Weavings. (Also see CE entry: 
70, Destruction of Jerusalem Temple.) (RGS.) 
 
Further Menorah research: 3000, Earliest Menorah Finds; 2000, Bethel, Almond 
City, and Asherah; 2200, Nahariyah and Ashrath-Yam; 2000, Asherah; 1500, 
Lachish Ewer, Triangle, and Menorah; 970, First Temple, Menorah, and 
Weavings. (RGS.) (Also see CE entry: 70, Destruction of Jerusalem Temple.) (RG.) 
 
Further Asherah research: 2000, Asherah; 2000-1200, Ras Shamra; 1500, Lachish 
Ewer, Triangle, and Menorah; 970, First Temple, Menorah, and Weavings; 800-
700, Kuntillet Ajrud and Khirbet El-Qom; 600-398, 
Astarte/Anat/Ashtaroth/Asherah/ Ishtar and Yahweh, Egypt; and 538 BCE-70 CE 
Second Temple Period. (RGS.) 



 
Further biblical research on Miriam plus female prophets Deborah, Huldah, 
Noadiah, Anna, and Philip’s four daughters; wise women Tekoa, Queen Mother 
Jezebel (QM: 392) and Queen Vashti; and disciples Mary, Mary Magdalene 
(Apostola Apostolorum), and Joanna: 
Ackroyd, Peter R.  “Goddess, Women and Jezebel.”  Images of Women in 
 Antiquity.  Eds. Averil Cameron, and Amélie Kuhrt. Detroit, MI: Wayne  

State University Press, 1983. 245-259. (GWZ.) 
Coogan, Michael D.  God and Sex: What the Bible Really Says.  New York,  
 NY: Twelve, 2010. (GAS.) 

Taussig, Hal.  A New New Testament: A Reinvented Bible for the Twenty-First  
Century Combining Traditional and Newly Discovered Texts.  Boston, 
MA: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013. (NNT.) 

 
Further Taanach research: 
Hestrin, Ruth.  The Cult Stand from Taanach and Its Religious Background.  

In 1987 Studia Phoenicia V. University Peeters. Leuven, Belgium. 
(1987). 61-77. (CST.) 

Hillers, Delbert R.  “The Goddess with the Tambourine: Reflections on an 
Object from Taanach.”  Concordia Theological Monthly 41.9 (Oct.  
1970): 606-619. (GWT.) 

Kien, Jenny.  Reinstating the Divine Woman in Judaism.  Parkland, FL: 
Universal Publishers, 2000. (RDW.) 

Lewis, Theodore J.  “Divine Images and Aniconism in Ancient Israel.”  
Journal of the American Oriental Society 18.1 (Jan.-Mar. 1998): 36- 
53. (DIAAI.) 

Long, Asphodel.  “Asherah, The Tree of Life and the Menorah: Continuity  
of a Goddess Symbol in Judaism?”  Paper presented at the Britain and 
Ireland School of Feminist Theology Annual Conference, at Plymouth, 
Devon. Sophia Papers No. 1 (1996). (ATLM.) 

 Scham, Sandra.  “The Lost Goddess of Israel.”  Archaeology 58.2 (Mar.-Apr. 
2005): 36-40. (LGI.) 

Yarden, Leon.  The Tree of Light; A Study of the Menorah, the Seven- 
 Branched Lampstand.  Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press, 1971. (TL.) 

 
 To compare various time–lines plus creation myths that are gender–inclusive: 
 Bakan, David.  And They Took Themselves Wives.  San Francisco, CA: Harper  
  & Row: 1979. (ATT.) 

Bird, Phyllis A.  Missing Persons and Mistaken Identities: Women and Gender  
 in Ancient Israel.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1997. (MPMI.) 

 Callahan, Tim.  Secret Origins of the Bible.  Altadena, CA: Millennium Press,  
  2002. 30-55. (SOTB.) 

George, Arthur L., and Elena George.  The Mythology of Eden.  Lanham, MD: 
 Hamilton Books, 2014. (TMOE.) 
Graham, Lloyd.  Deceptions and Myths of the Bible.  New York, NY: Carol  
 Pub. Group, 1997. (DMB.) 



Jastrow, Morris Jr.  “Adam and Eve in Babylonian Literature.”  The American  
Journal of Semitic Languages and Literatures 15.4 (Jul. 1899): 193-214. 
(AAE.) 

Kien, Jenny.  Reinstating the Divine Woman in Judaism.  Parkland, FL:  
Universal Publishers, 2000. (RDW.) 

Martos, Joseph, and Pierre Hégy.  Equal at the Creation: Sexism, Society, and  
Christian Thought.  Toronto, Canada: University of Toronto Press, 1998. 
(EAC.) 

 Philpot, J. H.  The Sacred Tree: or, the Tree in Religion and Myth.  London, 
  England: Macmillan, 1897. (ST.) 

Shryock, Andrew, Daniel L. Smail, and Timothy K. Earle.  Deep History: The  
Architecture of Past and Present.  Berkeley, CA: University of California 
Press, 2011. (DH.) 

 Stanton, Elizabeth C.  The Woman's Bible.  Seattle, WA Coalition Task Force  
  on Women and Religion, 1974. (TWB.) 

Taussig, Hal.  A New New Testament: A Reinvented Bible for the Twenty-First  
Century Combining Traditional and Newly Discovered Texts.  Boston, 
MA: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013. (NNT.) 

Teubal, Savina J.  Sarah the Priestess: The First Matriarch of Genesis.  
Athens, OH: First Swallow Press, 1984. (STP.) 

_____.  Ancient Sisterhood: The Lost Traditions of Hagar and Sarah.  Athens,  
OH: Swallow Press, 1990. xxv. (ASLT.) 

Thompson, William Irving.  The Time Falling Bodies Take to Light: Mythology, 
Sexuality and the Origins of Culture.  London, England: 
Rider/Hutchinson, 1981. (TFB.) 

White, Lynn Jr.  “The Historical Roots of Our Ecologic Crisis.”  Science 155. 
 3767 (Mar. 10, 1967): 1203-1207. (HRE.)  

 
Further research on the evolution and rise of patristic dominance and monotheism 
in ancient Israel: 
Ackerman, Susan.  Under Every Green Tree: Popular Religion in Sixth- 
 Century Judah.  Harvard Semitic Monographs, 46. Atlanta, GA:  
 Scholars Press, 1992. 65-66. (UEGT.) 

 _____.  “The Queen Mother and the Cult in Ancient Israel.”  Journal of  
  Biblical Literature 112.3 (1993): 385-401. (QM.) 

_____.  “At Home with the Goddess.”  Symbiosis, Symbolism, and the Power 
of the Past: Canaan, Ancient Israel, and Their Neighbors from the Late 
Bronze Age through Roman Palaestina.  Eds. William G. Dever, and 
Seymour Gitin. Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 2003. (AHOG.) 

Becking, Bob, et al.  Only One God? Monotheism in Ancient Israel and the 
Veneration of the Goddess Asherah.  Sheffield, England: Continuum, 

2001. (OOG.) 
Biale, David.  “The God with Breasts: El Shaddai in the Bible.”  History of 

Religions 21.3 (Feb. 1982): 240-256. (GWB.) 
 Binger, Tilde.  Asherah: Goddess in Ugarit, Israel and the Old Testament.  

 Sheffield, England: Sheffield Academic Press, 1997. (A.) 
 Bird, Phyllis A.  Missing Persons and Mistaken Identities: Women and Gender  



  in Ancient Israel.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1997. (MPMI.) 
Christ, Carol P.  “Heretics and Outsiders: The Struggle over Female Power in  

Western Religion.”  Soundings: An Interdisciplinary Journal 61.3, 
Dilemmas of Pluralism: The Case of Religion in Modernity (Fall 1978): 
260-280. (SOF.) 

 _____.  “Toward a Paradigm Shift in the Academy and in Religious Studies.”  
 The Impact of Feminist Research in the Academy.  Ed. Christie Farnham.  

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1987. 53-76. (TPS.) 
_____.   “New Definition of Patriarchy: Control of Women’s Sexuality, Private 

Property, and War.”  Feminist Theology 24:3 (April 2016): 214-225.  
(NDP.)  

 Cohen, Shaye J. D.  “The Origins of the Matrilineal Principle in Rabbinic  
  Law.”  Association for Jewish Studies 10.1 (Spring 1985): 19-53. (OM.) 
 _____.  The Beginnings of Jewishness: Boundaries, Varieties, Uncertainties. 
  Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1999. (BJ.) 
 Cornelius, Izak.  The Many Faces of the Goddess: The Iconography of the 
   Syro-Palestinian Goddesses Anat, Astarte, Qedeshet, and Asherah C.  
  1500- 1000 BCE.  Orbis biblicus et orientalis, 204. Fribourg,  
  Switzerland: Academic Press, 2004. (MFG.) 
 Day, John.  “Asherah in the Hebrew Bible and Northwest Semitic Literature.”  
  Journal of Biblical Literature 105.3 (Sep. 1986): 385-408. (AH.) 
 _____.  Yahweh and the Gods and Goddesses of Canaan.  Sheffield, England:  

Sheffield Academic Press, 2000. San Francisco, CA: Harper, 1993. (YGG.) 
 Davies, Steve.  “The Canaanite-Hebrew Goddess.”  The Book of the Goddess 
  Past and Present.  Ed. Carl Olson. New York, NY: Crossroad, 1983.  
  68-79. (CHG.) 

Dever, William G.  Who Were the Early Israelites, and Where Did They Come  
from?  Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2003. (WWEI.) 

_____.  Did God Have a Wife? Archaeology and Folk Religion in Ancient 
 Israel.  Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2005. (GHW.) 
_____.  “A Temple Built for Two.”  Biblical Archaeology Review 34.2 

  (Mar.-Apr. 2008): 55-62, 85-86. (ATB.)  
 Hadley, Judith M.  “William Robertson Smith and the ‘Asherah.’”  William  
  Robertson Smith: Essays in Reassessment.  Ed. William Johnstone.   
  Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series 189 
  (1995): 164-179. (WRSA.)  

_____.  The Cult of Asherah in Ancient Israel and Judah: Evidence for a 
Hebrew Goddess.  New York, NY: Cambridge University Press, 2000. 
(COA.) 

Handy, K. Lowell.  Among the Host of Heaven: The Syro–Palestinian 
Pantheon as Bureaucracy.  Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1994. (AHH.) 

 Hestrin, Ruth.  “The Lachish Ewer and the Asherah.”  Israel Exploration 
Journal 37.4 (1987): 212-223. (LEA.) 

 _____.  The Cult Stand from Taanach and Its Religious Background.  In 1987  
  Studia Phoenicia V. University Peeters. Leuven, Belgium. (1987). 61- 
  77. (CST.) 
 _____.  “Understanding Asherah: Exploring Semitic Iconography.”  The  



  Biblical Archaeology Review Journal 17.5 (1991): 50-59. (UA.) 
Keel, Othmar, and Christoph Uehlinger.  Gods, Goddesses, and Images of God  
 in Ancient Israel.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1998. (GGI.)  

 Keel, Othmar.  Goddesses and Trees, New Moon and Yahweh.  Sheffield,  
  England: Sheffield Academic Press, 1998. (GAT.) 

Kien, Jenny.  Reinstating the Divine Woman in Judaism.  Parkland, FL: 
Universal Publishers, 2000. (RDW.) 

Kosnik, Darlene.  History’s Vanquished Goddess Asherah.  Sanford, MI: 
 Emergent Press, 2014. (HVG.)  
Lerner, Gerda.  “The Patriarchs.”  The Creation of Patriarchy.  Oxford, 

England: Oxford University Press, 1986. 161-179. (TCOP.) 
 Long, Asphodel.  In a Chariot Drawn by Lions: The Search for the Female in 
  Deity.  London, England: The Women’s Press, 1992. (CDBL.) 

Margalit, Baruch.  “The Meaning and Significance of Asherah.”  Vetus
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 York, NY: Doubleday, 1990. (ALB.) 

 Olyan, Saul M.  Asherah and the Cult of Yahweh in Israel.  Atlanta, 
  GA: Scholars Press, 1988. (ACY.) 

Parker, Simon B. Ed.  Ugaritic Narrative Poetry.  Atlanta, GA: Scholars Press, 
 1997. (UNP.) 
Patai, Raphael.  “The Goddess Asherah.”  Journal of Near Eastern Studies 
 24.1/2 (Jan. – Apr. 1965): 37-52. (TGA.) 
_____.  The Hebrew Goddess.  1967. Philadelphia, PA: Ktav Publishing 
 House, 1990. (HG.) 

 Petty, Richard J.  Asherah: Goddess of Israel.  New York, NY: Peter Lang, 
  1990. (AGL.) 

Smith, Mark S.  “God Male and Female in the Old Testament: Yahweh and His 
  Asherah.”  Theological Studies 48 (1987): 333-40. (GMF.) 

_____.  The Origins of Biblical Monotheism: Israel’s Polytheistic Background 
and the Ugaritic Texts.  New York, NY: Oxford University Press. 2001. 
(OB.) 

_____.  The Early History of God: Yahweh and the Other Deities in Ancient  
  Israel.  Dearborn, MI: William B. Eerdmans, 2002. (EHG.)  

Stuckey, Johanna H.  “The Great Goddesses of the Levant.”  Bulletin of the 
Canadian Society of Mesopotamian Studies 37 (2002): 127-157. (GGL.) 

_____.  “Asherah. Supreme Goddess of the Levant.”  Matrifocus 3. 3 (Beltane 
2004.) (ASG.) 

_____.  “Asherah and the God of the Early Israelites.”  Matrifocus 3.4  
 (Lammas 2004). (AGE.) 
_____.  “Sacred Repositories and Goddess Figurines.”  Matrifocus 7.3 (Beltane  
 2008), (SRG.) 

 Taylor, Joan E.  “The Asherah, the Menorah and the Sacred Tree.”  Journal for  
 the Study of the Old Testament No. 66 (Je, 1995): 29-54. (AMST.)  

 Wanlass, Ramona.  “The Goddess, Syncretism, and Patriarchy: Evolution and  



  Extinction of the Goddess during the Creation of Patriarchy in Ancient  
  Israel.”  Women in Judaism: A Multidisciplinary Journal 8.2 (Winter  
  2011): 1-16. (GSP.) 

Wiggins, Steve A.  A Reassessment of Asherah: A Study According to the 
Textual Sources of the First Two Millennia B.C.E.  Neukirchener Verlag 
Neukirchen-Vluyn, Germany: Verlag, Butzon, and Bercker Kevelaer,  
1993. 191. (ROA.) 
 

Further menorah research:  
Hachlili, Rachel.  The Menorah, the Ancient Seven-Armed Candelabrum: 

Origin, Form, and Significance.  Boston, MA: Brill, 2001. (MASC-R.)  
Hestrin, Ruth.  “The Lachish Ewer and the Asherah.”  Israel Exploration 
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1976. (TTM.) 
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the Study of the Old Testament No. 66 (Jun. 1995): 29-54. (AMST.) 
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Ann Arbor, MI: ProQuest/UMI, 1964. (Publication No. AAT 8103904). 
(GA.) 
 

Additional examples of Hieros Gamos and goddesses/queens venerated alongside 
of male gods/kings/princes are: Hebrew Asherah – Baal/Yahweh (MOO: 376); * 
Ugaritic/Canaanite Athirah – El (bull) (MOO: 376); ** Shekhinah – Yahweh (HG: 
105-111); Babylonian Aruru (Asherah/Ashratum) – god Anu (TGA: 39; MOO: 376); 
Punic Tanit – Baal Hammon (MOO: 378); N. Syrian Tanit – Lord of Mount 
Amanus (MOO: 378); Sumerian Inanna – Dumuzi (MOO: 383); Levant Astarte – Baal 
(GGL: 131); Sumerian (not Semitic) Ishtar – Tammuz (MOO: 383); Greek Aphrodite 
– Adonis (MOO: 383); Hittite/Phrygian Cybele and Attis (SMA: 54); Adam and Eve; 
*** Sarah and Abraham; and Lady Ikoom, Snake Queen and mother of Lord 
Wa’oom Uch’ab Tzi’kin, royal ruler of the Mayan Snake Dynasty c. 562 AD (TSK: 
16). (Also note subsequent Mayan Snake Queen named K’abel (TSK: 16).) 

 * Astarte/Athart/’ttrt was ‘Baal’s Other Self’ (GGL: 131). 
 ** According to Ugaritic texts, Canaanite Athirah is Hebrew Asherah (MOO: 
  376).  
 *** Or, Eve and Adam? 
 



Further Hieros Gamos research: 7000-3500 (1450), Old Europe; 4400-2500, 
Olympus Hera; 3200-539, Proto Elamite Goddesses and Matrilineal Aspects; 
3000, First Dynasty, Egypt; 3000-1450, Gournia; 2613-2494, Hathor’s Dendera 
(Denderah) Temple, Egypt; 1800, Re-Visioning Goddess Sarah; 1750, 
Hammurabian Dynasty, Babylon, Ishtar, and Inanna; 1479-1425 Tuthmosis III, 
Egyptian King; 1000, Ephesus, Anatolia; 900, Taanach, Canaanite Libation 
Stand; 750-650, Cybele and King Midas, Anatolia; 323-30, Temple Kom Ombo, 
Egypt; and 200, Winged Victory. (RGS.) 

 
 

IMAGE: MADABA MAP OF HOLY LAND: MADABA, JORDAN.  
PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: THE MADABA MOSAIC MAP IN THE CHURCH OF ST. 
GEORGE IN MADABA, JORDAN IS THE OLDEST KNOWN CARTOGRAPHIC 
ILLUSTRATION OF THE HOLY LAND (ISRAEL AND PALESTINE) PLUS SYRIA AND 
THE EGYPTIAN NILE AREA.  
SLIDE LOCATION PETRA, SHEET 11, ROW 2, SLEEVE 4, SLIDE #11J, BCE. 
CO_PET_S11_R2_SL4_S11J. VS. > CO_PET_S11_R3_SL4_S7J. 
SHOT ON LOCATION: CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE IN MADABA, JORDAN: BRITISH 
MUSEUM, LONDON, ENGLAND. 

 NOTE 1: FIELDWORK PROJECT 1989 AND 2002. 
PHOTO: NOTE CORRECT SLIDE KEY, CHRISI KARVONIDES’ TEAM.  

 
IMAGE: MADABA MAP OF HOLY LAND: MADABA, JORDAN.  
PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: THE MADABA MOSAIC MAP IN THE CHURCH OF ST. 
GEORGE IN MADABA, JORDAN IS THE OLDEST KNOWN CARTOGRAPHIC 
ILLUSTRATION OF THE HOLY LAND (ISRAEL AND PALESTINE) PLUS SYRIA AND 
THE EGYPTIAN NILE AREA.  
SLIDE LOCATION PETRA, SHEET 11, ROW 3, SLEEVE 1, SLIDE #24J, BCE.  
CO_PET_S11_R3_SL1_S24J. 
SHOT LOCATION: CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE IN MADABA, JORDAN AT THE BRITISH 
MUSEUM: LONDON, ENGLAND. 

 NOTE 1: FIELDWORK PROJECT 1989 AND 2002. 
 
IMAGE: TAANACH LIBATION STAND: CANAANITE, NORTHERN ISRAEL. 
SLIDE LOCATION, SHEET, ROW , SLEEVE  SLIDE #, BCE. 
ON LOCATION: ILLUSTRATION/IMAGE TBD 

 NOTE 1: FIELDWORK PROJECT. 
PHOTO NOTE: ILLUSTRATOR, CHRISI KARVONIDES.  
PHOTO NOTE: FOR FURTHER TAANACH RESEARCH AND IMAGES: 

 RESOURCE: http://Dark Mother.sites-and-photos.com  
 RESOURCE: (MUSEUM ART RESOURCE.) 

RESOURCE: (BRITISH MUSEUM: LONDON, ENGLAND.) 
RESOURCE: (ARCHAEOLOGY, ARCHITECTURE & ART.) 
 
IMAGE: CATHEDRA MOTHER GODDESS ASHERAH: TEL TAANACH, CANAANITE 
(NORTHERN ISRAEL.) 
IMAGE © GSA. DESCRIPTION: MOTHER GODDESS ASHERAH (OR ASTARTE) (GGL: 
147) SEATED ON A CATHEDRA THRONE BETWEEN TWO LIONESSES. LOCATION TEL 
TAANACH.  

 NOTE 1: ASHERAH WAS THE PROTOTYPICAL MOTHER GODDESS OF THE SEVENTY 
CANAANITE GODS AND KNOWN AS “QNYT ‘LIM, ‘PROCREATRESS OF THE GODS’ OR 
‘UM L(M’): ‘MOTHER OF THE GODS.’” (AMST: 47.) (SOURCE: ENTRY ABOVE.) 

 NOTE 2: GODDESS ASHERAH WAS WORSHIPED IN ISRAEL FROM THE DAYS OF THE 
FIRST SETTLEMENT IN CANAAN, AS THE HEBREWS HAD TAKEN OVER THE CULT 



[CULTURES] OF THIS GREAT MOTHER GODDESS FROM THE CANAANITES. (HG: 45.) 
 NOTE 3: AN ICONOGRAPHIC INTERPRETATION OF CATHEDRA GODDESS  

INDICATES HIEROS GAMOS. (APL: 2-23-1999.) 
NOTE 4: “THE HIEROS GAMOS FROM WHENCE A ROYAL SOVEREIGN GETS HIS [OR 
HER] POWER AND THIS IS THE GODDESS HERSELF (APL: 2-23-1999).” 
NOTE 5: FIELDWORK PROJECT.  

 PHOTO NOTE: ILLUSTRATION TBD, CHRISI KARVONIDES’ TEAM. 
 
IMAGE: PROCESSION INCLUDING A FEMALE DRUMMER: APPIAN WAY, ROME. 
PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: ECSTATIC DIONYSIAN PROCESSION WITH TWO 
SATYRS LED BY A FEMALE DRUMMER, APPIAN WAY ROME.  
SLIDE LOCATION RE-GENESIS PHASE 1, SHEET 4, ROW 2, SLEEVE 3, SLIDE #1, BCE. 
IT_RPO_S4_R2_SL3_S1.jpg 
SHOT ON LOCATION: BRITISH MUSEUM: LONDON, ENGLAND.  
NOTE 1: THE TAANACH FIGURE WITH A TAMBOURINE IS A GODDESS AS 
“HISTORICALLY THE DRUM IS AN ATTRIBUTE OF THE GODD ESS THAT IDENTIFIES 
HER AS THE PATRON OF ECSTATIC, ORGIASTIC RITES” (GWT: 616; RGS). (SOURCE: 
ENTRY ABOVE.) 

 NOTE 2: FIELDWORK 2002. 
 

IMAGE: FEMALE WITH DRUM: THARROS, ITALY. 
 PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: TERRACOTTA FEMALE FIGURE WITH A DRUM FROM  

THARROS.  
SLIDE LOCATION RE-GENESIS PHASE 1, SHEET 4A, ROW 4, SLEEVE 1, SLIDE #9, BCE. 
IT_RPO_S4A_R4_SL1_S9.jpg VS. > IT_RPO_S4A_R2_SL1_S9..jpg 
SHOT ON LOCATION: BRITISH MUSEUM: LONDON, ENGLAND. 
NOTE 1:  

THESE WOMEN MUSICIANS ARE DOCUMENTED BY TERRA-COTTA 
FIGURINES [FIGURES] OF WOMEN PLAYING HAND–DRUMS THAT HAVE 
BEEN FOUND IN CULTIC AND NON-CULTIC SETTINGS IN ISRAEL AND 
JUDAH, AS WELL AS THROUGHOUT PHOENICIA, CYPRUS AND EGYPT (RDW: 
139). (SOURCE: ENTRY ABOVE.) 

NOTE 2: FIELDWORK PROJECT 2002. 
PHOTO: NOTE CORRECT SLIDE KEY, CHRISI KARVONIDES’ TEAM.  
 
IMAGE: ATHENIAN FEMALES DANCING AND WITH DRUM. 
PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: TERRACOTTA OF ATHENIAN WOMEN DANCING AND 
PLAYING A DRUM.  
SLIDE LOCATION RE-GENESIS PHASE 1, SHEET 4A, ROW 2, SLEEVE 1, SLIDE #9, BCE. 
IT_RPO_S4A_R2_SL1_S9.jpg  
SHOT ON LOCATION: BRITISH MUSEUM: LONDON, ENGLAND. 
NOTE 1:  

THESE WOMEN MUSICIANS ARE DOCUMENTED BY TERRACOTTA 
FIGURINES [FIGURES] OF WOMEN PLAYING HAND-DRUMS THAT HAVE 
BEEN FOUND IN CULTIC AND NON–CULTIC SETTINGS IN ISRAEL AND 
JUDAH, AS WELL AS THROUGHOUT PHOENICIA, CYPRUS AND EGYPT (RDW: 
139). (SOURCE: ENTRY ABOVE.) 

NOTE 2: FIELDWORK PROJECT 2002. 
  

IMAGE: CYBELE WITH DRUM AT ATHENA’S (DEMETER’S) POLIAS TEMPLE: PRIENE, 
(ANATOLIA) TURKEY. 
PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: CYBELE (KYBELE) WITH DRUM OR TAMBOURINE: 
PATRON GODDESS OF HEALING AND RESURRECTION MYSTERIES. PRIENE, 
(ANATOLIA) TURKEY.  
SLIDE LOCATION TURKEY, SHEET 93, ROW 3, SLEEVE 5, SLIDE #Bf19, 4th BCE.  



CO_TUR_S93_R3_SL5_SBf19 
SHOT ON LOCATION: PRIENE, (ANATOLIA) TURKEY. 
NOTE 1: CYBELE (KYBELE) WAS ALSO PATRON GODDESS OF HEALING MYSTERIES 
RE. ATTIS AND SPRING RENEWAL AT PERGAMON (ANCIENT PERGAMUM),  
TURKEY. 
NOTE 2: THE TAANACH FIGURE WITH A TAMBOURINE IS A GODDESS AS 
“HISTORICALLY THE DRUM IS AN ATTRIBUTE OF THE GODDESS THAT IDENTIFIES 
HER AS THE PATRON OF ECSTATIC, ORGIASTIC RITES” (GWT: 616; RGS). (SOURCE: 
ENTRY ABOVE.) 
NOTE 3: FIELDWORK PROJECT 1986. 
 
IMAGE: SEVEN BRANCHED MENORAH ENGRAVED ON ARCH OF TITUS, ROME, 
ITALY. 
PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: MENORAH (TREE – OF – LIFE), RE. TEMPLE OF 
JERUSALEM. 
SLIDE LOCATION MSC. ITALY/PHOTOS TBD, SHEET , ROW , SLEEVE , SLIDE #, 81CE.  
CO_MIT_S_R_SL_S .jpg 
SHOT ON LOCATION: ROME, ITALY, 2016. ZACH DUSHENKO. 
 
IMAGE: SEVEN BRANCHED MENORAH ENGRAVED ON ARCH OF TITUS, ROME, 
ITALY. 
PHOTO: © GSA. DESCRIPTION: MENORAH (TREE – OF – LIFE), RE. TEMPLE OF 
JERUSALEM. 
SLIDE LOCATION MSC. ITALY/PHOTOS TBD, SHEET , ROW , SLEEVE , SLIDE #, 81CE.  
CO_MIT_S_R_SL_S .jpg 
CLOSE-UP SHOT ON LOCATION: ROME, ITALY, 2016. ZACH DUSHENKO. 

 
 


