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ReGenesis is the first open-access encyclopedia to 
liberate pre-colonial research 

to its rightful 3,000,000 BCE origins 
 - and - 

liberate female spirituality. 
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Nahariyah Sanctuary. 
 

Canaanite – Phoenicians had strong reverence 
for the dark mother goddess 

along with her rites, rituals, sacred figures, and temples 
such as the Nahariyah sanctuary. 

(DM: 57.) 
 
 

The Canaanite Nahariyah temple center is Middle Bronze Age, 2200-1570 BCE. * 
(CAH: Vol. 1I, Part 1, 111.) The Nahariyah site, excavated between 1954-1955, CE is 
located about 100 meters from the Mediterranean shore on the seacoast just south 
of Tyre and Sidon. This center, also similar to Megiddo, includes three temple 
layers. As Nahariyah is an isolated sanctuary with no associated settlements, it 
gives rise to the possibility that it was a wayside shrine or ancient caravanserai 
with an adjacent temple room as was Kuntillet. (CAH: Vol. 1I, Part 1, 110-111.)  
* (Alternative dating for Middle Bronze Age Crete is, 2000-1450 BCE.) 
 

The most compelling Nahariyah finds are numerous bronze, silver, and pottery 
figures from the temple center of dark African goddess, Ashrath–Yam or 
Ashtoreth of the Sea, also known as Ishtar and Asherah. * The pottery figures date 
from M. B. I through M. B. II. Other discoveries include horned goddesses in 
molds of gold sheets, six/seven sprouted lamps plus Cypriot pottery shards. (CAH: 
Vol. 1I, Part 1, 110-111; TTM: 34; MASC-R: 325.) 
* Ashtoreth is a northwest Semitic goddess whereas Asherah is Ugaritic. (COA: 38-
54, 59.) A further consideration is that Ashtoreth is the Phoenician (Sidonian) name 
form of Hebrew Ashtaroth. (DDDB: 113.) 
 

Canaanites, also called Phoenicians by the Greeks, descended from Africa and 
following 11,000 BCE, they are credited for having started a maritime empire with 
numerous ports and settlements in and around the Mediterranean. (DM: 44.) In the 
narrower biblical context, the term Canaanite can refer to those who lived in Israel 
pre-the Israelites and included numerous ethnic groups. In addition to a vast 



maritime empire, the Canaanite/Phoenicians had strong reverence for the dark 
mother goddess along with her folk rites, rituals, sacred polytheistic figures, and 
temples such as the Nahariyah sanctuary. (DM: 57). Birnbaum says, “The memory 
and values of the African dark mother persists in the common epoch in everyday 
cultures of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam.” (DM: 44.) For a further discussion 
about the Israelites, see:  
Rainey, Anson.  “Inside, Outside: Where did the Early Israelites Come From?”  
 Biblical Archaeology 34.6 (Nov.-Dec. 2008): 45-50, 84. (IO.) 
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Handy, K. Lowell.  Among the Host of Heaven: The Syro–Palestinian 
Pantheon as Bureaucracy.  Winona Lake, IN: Eisenbrauns, 1994. (AHH.) 

 Hestrin, Ruth.  “The Lachish Ewer and the Asherah.”  Israel Exploration 
Journal 37.4 (1987): 212-223. (LEA.) 

 _____.  The Cult Stand from Taanach and Its Religious Background.  In 1987  
  Studia Phoenicia V. University Peeters. Leuven, Belgium. (1987). 61- 
  77. (CST.) 
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Keel, Othmar, and Christoph Uehlinger.  Gods, Goddesses, and Images of God 
 in Ancient Israel.  Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 1998. (GGI.)  
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Further wayside shrines, ancient caravan routes, and caravanserai research: 
40,000, Har Karkom; 25,000, Caravanserai, Trade Routes, and Dark Mothers; 
12,000 Pamukkale/Hierapolis, Anatolia (Central Turkey); 3250, Scorpion 
Tableau, Earliest Egyptian Proto-Hieroglyphics; 3000, Tell Brak; 1800, Re-
Visioning Goddess Sarah and Abraham; 1750-1700, Goddess of Kultepe, 
Anatolia; 1000, Ephesus, Anatolia; 900-800, Ka Goddess, Salamis, Cyprus; 900, 
Taanach, Canaanite Libation Stand; 800, Tanit; 800, Carthage, Africa, the 



Goddess Tanit and Sacrifice; 800-700, Kuntillet Ajrud and Khirbet El-Qom; 630-
620, Goddess Kore, Izmir, Turkey; 600-398, 
Astarte/Anat/Ashtaroth/Asherah/Ishtar and Yahweh, Egypt; 600, Goddess Kaabou 
at Petra, Jordan plus Mecca, Saudi Arabia; 370, Isis and Philae, Egypt; 323-30, 
Kom Ombo Temple; and 100, Mecca, the Ka’aba and Sacred Stones. (RGS.) 
 
Further research on the Anatolian Seljug Caravanserais and other key extended 
trade centers and routes throughout the ancient world: 

 Lawler, Andrew.  “Erbil Revealed.”  Archaeology 67.5 (Sep. – Oct. 2014): 39. 
 (ER: 39.) 
Yavuz, Aysil Tukel.  “The Concepts that Shape Anatolian Seljug 
 Caravanserais.”  Muqarnas, Vol. 14 (1997): 80-95. (CSA.) 
 
Further research on ancient Dark Mothers (Creatrix?) and related trade routes: 
3,000,000, Overview of Hominid Evolution Including Dark Mothers and Later 
Migrations; 500,000-300,000, Dark Mother Tan-Tan; 280,000-250,000, The 
Berekhat Ram Figure; 70,000, Blombos Cave and V Shaped Engraving; 50,000, 
African Homo Sapiens Migrations and Matrilineal Motherline; 40,000, Har 
Karkom; 30,000-25,000, Aurignacian Age; 30,000-25,000, Goddess of 
Willendorf, Austria; 26,000, Grimaldi Caves; 25,000-20,000, Gravettian Age; 
25,000, Caravanserai, Trade Routes, and Dark Mothers; 25,000-20,000, Goddess 
of Laussel; 24,000, Dolni Vestonice; 23,000, Austrian Goddess of Lespugue; 
10,000, Grotta dell’ Addaura; 7000, Jericho, Canaan Palestine: Mesolithic to 
Neolithic; 7000, Hieros Gamos; 6000, Sicilians to Malta; 5200, Malta and Gozo; 
4700, Dolmens; 1900-1800, Dawning of the African Alphabet and the Aniconic 
Goddess Triangle; 1000, Ephesus, Anatolia; 800, Tanit; 800, Carthage, Africa, the 
Goddess Tanit and Sacrifice; 750-650, Cybele and King Midas, Anatolia; 664-
525, Neith and the Black Virgin Mary Temple at Sais, Egypt; 600, Goddess 
Kaabou at Petra, Jordan plus Mecca, Saudi Arabia; 400, Cathedra Goddess Isis; 
and 370, Isis and Philae, Egypt. (RGS.) Additional Goddess considerations from 
other ancient populations and time periods include: German Hoherfels (40,000 
BCE); Russian Kostenki - Borshevo (25,000 BCE); * and French Carbonnel (4,000 
BCE).  
* Although Stone Age female (i.e. vulva) finds are abundant, archaeological male 
(phallus) discoveries are rare and timeline starts around 28,000-26,000 BCE. (Don 
Hitchcock. Donsmaps.com/venustimeline.html) 
 
Further Menorah research: 3000, Earliest Menorah Finds; 2000, Bethel, Almond 
City, and Asherah; 2000, Asherah; 1500, Lachish Ewer, Triangle, and Menorah; 
970, First Temple, Menorah, and Weavings; 900, Taanach, Canaanite Libation 
Stand; and 586, Destruction of the First Temple, Jerusalem Exile. (RGS.) 
 

Further Asherah research: 2000, Bethel, Almond City, and Asherah; 2000, 
Asherah; 2000-1200, Ras Shamra; 1500, Lachish Ewer, Triangle, and Menorah; 
970, First Temple, Menorah, and Weavings; 900, Taanach, Canaanite Libation 



Stand; 800-700, Kuntillet Ajrud and Khirbet El-Qom; and 600-398; 
Astarte/Anat/Ashtaroth/Asherah/Ishtar and Yahweh, Egypt. (RGS.) 
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